
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 July, 2008

Between 7.05pm and 7.50pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Absent
Val Corbett Vice Chair (In the Chair)
Ron Holden
Harry Scott

In attendance
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and AGREED from John Hartshorne, Sarah Robson and Clive 
Emerson, all of whom had prior work commitments.  Councillor John Riddle had also forwarded his 
apologies.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Vice Chairman.

3. Matters arising
a) item 4a: Audit to 31 March, 2008:  The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

b) item 7b: Footpaths at Otterburn Hall: A copy of a report to Northumberland County Council 
(NCC) Rights of Way Committee had been received.  It recommended that the Committee 
agree that there was “sufficient evidence to justify that public rights of way were reasonably 
alleged to exist and that the proposals be included in a future Modification Order as Public 
Footpaths”.  NCC suggested that the Parish Council “need not feel obliged to make any 
comments”.  However, there were comments in the landowner’s evidence which it was felt 
required a response.  IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would prepare a draft response.

c) item 7c: Signposting at Willowgreen re dog fouling: The Clerk reported that she had arranged to meet 
with the Animal Warden, based in the Health & Public Protection Department, Tynedale 
Council, to receive a supply of signs and other items.

4. Finance
a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£78.75) and expenses (£0.52p) was 

AGREED.

b) Invoice from Tynedale Council for refuse charges: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling £72.19 
received from Tynedale Council for disposal of dog waste.

c) Request from Mencap for a donation: IT WAS AGREED to defer discussion of this request to the 
next meeting

5. Planning
a) T 20080490 Change of use and conversion of outbuilding to granny flat for ‘Sunny Brae’, Townhead,  

Otterburn, including additional Bats Report:  This application was AGREED without objections.
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b) NNPA 08NP0014 Development of existing military live firing range, Otterburn Training Area:  This 
application had already been granted conditional planning permission by the Development & 
Control Committee of Northumberland County Council. 

c) T 20080498 Construction of car port at Burnside, Leslies Drive, Willowgreen: This application had been 
circulated to Parish Councillors and AGREED without objections. 

6.  New business
a) Parish/Town Council Elections: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. IT WAS AGREED 

that 1) the most appropriate term of office for current Parish Councillors would be two years 
and 2) this decision should be conveyed to Tynedale Council before 14 July as requested.

b) Post Office closure programme: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  IT WAS AGREED 
that Val Corbett would attend the meeting in Hexham on 22 July and that the Clerk would 
attend the meeting at County Hall on 11 July. 

c) Recreational footpaths in Otterburn: Val Corbett questioned why there was to be an information 
board erected at Otterburn Mill giving details of the Otterburn Village Trail, but not one at the 
Otter Burn Bridge for the information of visitors wishing to start their walk in the village.  IT 
WAS AGREED that the Clerk 1) ask Northumberland National Park Authority (NNPA) if the 
location of information at the Otter Burn Bridge would be possible and 2) ask if a second 
village walk, including the new School Bridge, could be created and described.

d) River Watch Community Conference: Hexham, 19 & 20, July, 2008:  This event was being held on the 
same weekend as the Otterburn Festival.  IT WAS AGREED that apologies should be sent to 
River Watch.

7. Any other business
There was no other business.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 3 September, 2008 at 
Otterburn Memorial Hall.
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